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even for the sea, but only when the winds bl ow softly ;
when the long waves tower and roar he casts his eyes
landwards to the shady woods, where, if the wind be
strong, the pine-tree sink's her song. Not for worlds
would he live the hard life of the fisherman. Be it his
to enjoy sweet sleep beneath the thick-leaved planes,
or to lie and listen, to the near murmuring brook:

avra
/cat

j(t rapacrcrei.

(iv.)

It is in meadows by the sea that Europa and her
maiden company wander to cull flowers, taking
delight in the sound of the wave no less than in the
roses (ii.). The passage descriptive of the flower-
gathering is reminiscent of a similar one in the
Hymn To D meter. True to Greek feeling, Moschus
shows most interest: in Europa and the cunning-work
on her basket.

In one instance both Bion and Moschus seem to
enter into  competition with  Theocritus.    In the
dirge for Daphnis, Theocritus has risen into a world
ideal and legendary yet subtly connected with the
ordinary rustic life of Sicily.   The poem is open to a
double interpretation.    From one point of view,
Daphnis is the hero of a tragedy similar to that
presented to us by Euripides in his Hippolytus, where
Aphrodite takes revenge on a youth who has proved
cold to the pleasures she has to offer.   From another,
the poem is founded on the contrast between the
littleness of man's individual life and the permanence
of Nature.   This latter idea, though not primary, is
embodied in the myth of Adonis, in honour of whose
festival at Alexandria Bion turned out a splendid
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